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Every year a German Reading Day takes place, and
this year was a special one for our school, as the
competition took place here. On March 28", the school
busily prepared for the event. Students, teachers, and
administrators from 8 schools arrived and awaited
their turn to present. The opening ceremony included
speeches from Principal Salameh, Dr.Charlie, and
Veronica and also musical performances by our
students. Teachers Zigfried and Nidal announced the
details and schedule of the day.

The German students presented their prepared
readings in front of a panel of 3 judges and were then
given an impromptu reading which they had to later
present. This was a difficult text meant to test their
limits and skills. The competition lasted 3 hours,
and towards the end everyone was eager to hear the
results. The goal of the day was to encourage all of the
students, and to show them that they are all winners.
Therefore, every participant was given a prize. Gifts
were also given to the judges and the principals from
each of the participating schools. After the closing
ceremony, there was a reception with delicious food

\_ and good company.
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German Class opening

On the 9™ of September, two new classes were opened.
They were furnished by the German government and
the project was mediated by the Parent Council. The
two rooms were opened in the presence of Dr. Charlie
Haddad, The Parent Council members, Principal
Salameh, principals from other Beit Sahour schools,
the Mayor of Beit Sahour, and Pastor Imad. This
very generous gift is a result of the schools new DSD
accreditation. Students will now be able to graduate
and go directly to German universities without further
language instruction and preparation.
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Medical Checks

Each year the school provides opportunities
for students to get health examinations. In the
beginning of the year, students were given a general
physical exam and an eye exam to ensure overall
well-being. Later in the year, students were also
given vaccinations and blood tests allowing the
students to discover their blood type. All students
participated and were in good spirits, despite
having to be poked with needles!

Government Awards

During the daily morning devotions, a
government representative came to the school
to recognize the great achievement of several
students. Students with the highest academic
achievements from their class were recognized
publicly and awarded a certificate for their
efforts.
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Olive Harvest Festival

This fall, some of our students participated in the Olive Harvest Festival in Bethlehem. The ELS dubkeh group
performed, along with music and readings by individual students. It was a great opportunity for the students to
share their talents with the greater Bethlehem and international community, as well as celebrate the important
role that the olive tree plays in Palestinian culture.

G903 alad Gl 540
B Al A 2 I o 05 31 il O g0 U sl =L ple S WS 5 ol ol iy 5
b S ol S e Ol el a5 3 H)La s (galety L AR Bl g A 2 Y g Il Lnt 3220
(.Ag,f%;a.xéllbu

gl o |

Olive Harvest

Lt

PN ENICS

Mother’s @ay

& - 1 1=
> Y-
,.-':' ..': iy '

4 Mother’s Day
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Every year the school celebrates and honors mothers and those who care for our students, staff, teachers, and administrators.
It is an important holiday to recognize all of the hard work that is done by these women and other caretakers. Students
thanked their mothers with poetry, plays, and dialogues in a school program that was performed first for the students and
then for their parents in the afternoon. It was a very exciting event. In addition to the program, many students gave their
mothers a candle and basket set, or a candle set into glass that was prepared in the days and weeks prior to Mother>s Day

by students in the candle shop.
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Parent Council

Parent Council

The Parent Teacher Council consisted of 13 members
who served their two years in office. May Jaber was
the chair of the last council. The main job of the
council is to support and aid the school, which they
do very effectively, through projects and fundraising.
Their work helps build and maintain our beautiful
school. They also supply moral support to the school
and to the teachers through their continual enthusiasm
and energy to promote the school in the community.
The council also helps mediate between teachers and
parents and students, and they provide a forum for
discussion about the work and how to accomplish
the many goals of the school. The previous council
consisted of: Iyad Qassis, George Bannoura, Hanna
Alatrash, Hanna Rishmawi, Suheir Khair, Faten
Abuzoluf, Linda Mousa, Muna Qumsiyeh, Elias
Khair, Ahmad Jubran, Samir Hannouneh.

2941 e Ll gl pulone

o xadall s 55051 553y Looal J& Y om0
Ovesldl ol ] ey o5 AN sl )
bl s Ayl Gy oo ) Bl g Lyl e
L JS IO sammr 58,8158 el O gty Jel
.gM\jLJMJ;&AJA

"'l_'.q-‘t.

Y CIICS

Sulestinian %ofepenafence an

(el al IMETLY A g

S amy slal] o5 o Aol O pr SIS 5 Lol eV Ui Y1 O &y Lyl oy 5 05

. ZML.U o..\.g—) ‘LJL;-\ Jfalwa-ﬁb

~

Palestinian Independence Day

Palestinian Independence Day was celebrated with
a great morning program run by the students. The
hall was decorated with many flags hanging from the
ceiling and across the stage. The students gathered in
the morning to hear speeches from fellow students.
There was also traditional dubka dancing and some
singing. Several students read pieces that they had
written for the occasion. It was a very festive program,
where students were able to share the pride that they
have for their country.
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Beit Sahour Quiz Bowl

Our school, along with
many schools from the
area, participated in the
Beit Sahour Quiz Bowl.
Each  school brought
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difficult questions about . ' - -
many  subjects.  Four (
students from the 8" class
and four students from the
9™ class represented the
Lutheran School. After

fierce competition the
students took 3™ place!
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Pope’s Visit

This year brought a rare opportunity to see Pope
Benedict XVI visit Bethlehem. Students from
the 6™ to the 10™ classes eagerly awaited his
arrival on New Street, waving Palestinian and
Vatican flags and practicing their cheers for the
Pope. The Pope waved a greeting at the students
as he rode by on his way to Manger Square.
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Spring Drama

In May, the fifth and sixth classes and students from
the ninth and tenth grades performed short plays with
the help of Teacher Salim, Miss Afra, and Jarrod, a
volunteer. The students participated in each step
starting with gathering ideas and writing, rehearsing,
preparing props and costumes, and finally performing
the dramas for parents and fellow students. The
audience enjoyed the students’ performances, and
\Was greatly impressed by their use of English.
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Sachson Trip

In February, the ELS
was invited to meet with
other German schools
from Germany and all
over the world to discuss
opportunities for student
exchange programs.
The Foreign Ministry of
Germany and the Cultural
Ministry of Sachson held
this weeklong conference.
The trip allowed schools
to make contact with
one another, and future
exchange programs for
the students of the ELS
will be the result of these
relationships.
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Swiss Barbeque

On April 30" seven of our friends from Switzerland
came to visit the school. Students, faculty, and
administrators from the school attended a barbeque
party held in their honor. Host families came to
celebrate with the Swiss and attended a program given
by the school to learn more about the ELS and our
Palestinian heritage. The dubkeh group performed,
students sang, and everyone shared a meal together.
It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about
one another and continue a relationship between our
communities.
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Student Council Elections

Class representatives were chosen first. Each class
elected one boy and one girl to serve as their class
representative. The representatives form an advisory
council and act as a liaison between the students and the
council. Then nominations took place for student council
positions. No more than 5 students from each class could
be nominated. Some of the candidates formed groups
to campaign together. The campaigning reached a peak
with the debates held on Tuesday at the end of the day.
All the students gathered and each nominee presented
their platform. At the end of each speech, students were
invited to ask the nominees questions. On Wednesday
the final vote took place. Everything went smoothly and
\9 students were elected to the council. J
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* 1 . 5o adla)l ¢ March 12" marked a special date as the first talent show organized by the Student Council occurred. Throughout the weeks
. c:""‘u Les b’) ols Je 5 4, ‘ O nf leading up to this day, students diligently practiced their routines in anticipation of the big day. On that afternoon, the

hall was filled with eager parents, students, and other community members. Ustaz Ra’ed was the MC for the event and
enthusiastically welcomed each performer to the stage. The performers did a wide variety of things, including musical
\_ J performances, Dabkeh dances, breakdancing, poetry reading, and comical impersonations. Prizes were given out, but
\_ everyone who performed was a winner.

Tawjihi Lunch

On the last day of official classes this spring,
students from the Tawjihi class were taken out for
a celebratory lunch. Teacher and staff attended
the lunch with the students, who celebrated their
accomplishments over the last year and enjoyed
spending time together.






